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Science, Fiction and Hoax: The New Interpretation for the Great Moon Hoax
of 1835 from the Perspective in the History of Science
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ABSTRACT:

This paper at first made a detailed discussion to the process and impact of "moon hoax" of 1835 on
The Sun, then explored the origins of the science behind it in depth according to historical
documents. By giving the new interpretation from the perspective in the history of science, paper
concluded that "moon story" was not only a hoax in the name of "science", but also another example
reflecting the close interaction between science and fantasy.

KEY WORDS:

moon hoax, moon story, The Sun, John Herschel, science and fiction

22 SCHk

[1]William N. Griggs (ed.). The Celebrated “Moon Story”. New York: Bunnell And Price. 1852.

[2] Poe, Edgar Allan. “Richard Adams Locke,” from “The Literati of New York City No.VI,” Godey's Lady's
Book.1846-10. 159-162.

[3] William N. Griggs (ed.). The Celebrated “Moon Story”. New York: Bunnell And Price. 1852.

[4] O'Brien, Frank M. The Story of The Sun: New York, 1833-1918. New York :D. Appleton and Company.1918.

[5] Reaves, Gibson. The Great Moon Hoax of 1835.The Griffith Observer. 1954-11. XVI1I( 11): 126-134.

[6] Evans, David S. The Great Moon Hoax. Sky and Telescope. 1981-9 .196-198.1981-10. 308-311.

[7] Crowe, Michael J. The Extraterrestrial Life Debate, 1750-1900. Cambridge: ~ Cambridge University Press.1986.
202-215.

[8] O'Brien F. M. The Story of The Sun: New York, 1833-1918[M]. New York: George H. Doran company. 1918. 85-
86.

[9] Poe E. A. The Literati[M]. New-York : J. S. Redfield, Clinton Hall, Nassau-Street. Boston : B. B. Mussey & Co.
1850. 126.

[10] O'Brien F. M. The Story of The Sun: New York, 1833-1918[M]. New York: George H. Doran company. 1918.64-
102.



IRE FEREXE BEEFR 200030 - www.shc2000.com

[11] O'Brien F. M. The Story of The Sun: New York, 1833-1918[M]. New York: George H. Doran Company. 1918.
87-89.

[12] William N. Griggs (ed.). The Celebrated “Moon Story” New York: Bunnell And Price. 1852.20.
[A3]#6 /e Xl 2 T @7 0E) ERRIREASCH, HT AN E LR AERKST Sr « i5d (Thomas
Dick) M4 N o IXMAZATE I A0 — R, PN BCA B D) IR R IR SO it e 2 T M se A4
i CRZAEESE)  (Celestial Scenery) —Fitr, flJE N (2 T 8HE &) EolHEEXRCRE. 20
William N. Griggs (ed.). The Celebrated “Moon Story”. New York: Bunnell And Price. 1852.4-6.

Thomas Dick, LL.D. Celestial Scenery [M]. New-York: Harper & Brothers, 82 Cliff-St . 1838, 273-274.

[14] The Moon and its Inhabitants[J]. Edinburgh New Philosophical Journal. 1826-10, 1:389-390.

[15] BCALFREME A0 P K. HBAESR, 20 « HEXAuil « Wik %y (Johann Jacob Noggerath 1788-
1877),

[16] SbAbF5 i v] e 2 1 W M B 22 5K B2 5K, S Aa bk « 98 « 558K 2 (Eberhard von Zimmermann 1743 -
1815).

[17] Anonymous,The Moon and its Inhabitants[J]. Annals of Philosophy. 1826-12,12:469-470.

[18]Crowe, Michael J. The Extraterrestrial Life Debate, 1750-1900[M]. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press,
1986, 207.

[19] Ht4b#E5] H Crowe, Michael J. The Extraterrestrial Life Debate, 1750-1900[M].Cambridge University Press,
1986, 206.

[20] Bessel F. W. Heinrich Christian Schumacher .Populdre Vorlesungen tiber Wissenschaftliche Gegenstande[M].

Hamburg: Perthes-Besser & Mauke, 1848.68-93:81.

[21]Poe E. A. The Literati[M]. New-York : J. S. Redfield, Clinton Hall, Nassau-Street. Boston : B. B. Mussey & Co.
1850. 121.

[22] Ruskin S. W. A Newly-Discovered Letter of J. F. W. Herschel Concerning the “Great Moon Hoax”[J]. Journal for
the History of Astronomy. 2002. 33(110): 71 - 74.

[23] Thomas Dick, LL.D. Moon Hoax. Celestial Scenery; or, The Wonders or The Planetary System Displayed ;
Illustrating the Perfections of Deity and a Plurality of Worlds[M]. New-York: Harper & Brothers, 82 CIiff-St . 1838,
272-273.

[24] Dunnington G. W. Carl Frederick Gauss: Titan of Science(1955)[M]. Washington: The Mathematical Association
of America. 2004. 295.

[25] The Sun Inhabited! [N].North Otago Times, Volume XII1, Issue 471, 1869-11-30, P3.

[26] Galilei G. The Sidereal Messenger (1610) [M].London : Rivingtons.1880.15.

[27] iR Rl S54IM . RICHD) 8 B AN SR R ST [D]. . b ifgAc il K4%.2010.25.



	载《上海交通大学学报》（哲学社会科学版）19卷5期（2011）
	19世纪的科学、幻想与骗局
	——1835年“月亮骗局”之科学史解读
	一、绪言

	1834年1月，英国天文学家约翰·赫歇耳（John Herschel 1792～1871）赴南非好望角，在当地一个叫费赫森的小镇附件建造了一座天文台，对整个南天星空进行观测。
	由于约翰·赫歇耳成就卓著的父亲——威廉·赫歇耳（Sir William Herschel 1738～1822），已经奠定了赫歇耳家族在欧洲天文学界响当当的名头，小赫歇耳的这次远征考察活动在当时广为人知。但意想不到的是，正是这一点使他成为纽约《太阳报》（The Sun）在1835年制造的一场骗局中最理想的利用对象。[]
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