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Role Reconstruction of the Scientific Elite:

Qian Sanqgiang’s Academic Activities and Contributions in his later years

HUANG Qing-qiao, GUAN Zeng-jian

(School of Humanities of Shanghai Jiaotong University , Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract ; Qian Sangiang has made a unique contribution to the development of China’s science and technology. On one hand, from the manage-
ment and institutional level, he pushed forward the completion of the standardized system of China’s science. On the other hand, he actively
supported and advanced the development and institutionalization of China’s soft science, establishing several organizations of soft science him-
self. In this sense, the role of scientific elite like Qian Sanqgiang, often switched from a scientist into a strategist due to different factors. It has
become a distinctive feature of China’s system of science and technology that scientific elites taking the leading role in pushing forward the social
institutionalization of science. The role reconstruction of Chinese scientific elites like Qian Sanqgiang, provides not only a solid case foundation
for the theoretical innovation of China’s scientific sociology, but also a profound breakthrough point for understanding the origin and develop-
ment of new China’s system of science and technology.
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